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from the Sastry, we should be prevented from
making any further addition to our stack. Again
Bhima, the lame, used strategy. " Stand, here,
boys," he said, "and look after the Sastry ; I shall
go to his house and bring away whatever other
bamboo or wood I can lay hold on." With this
he walked towards the village. The Sastry
realised the danger. It seemed to him much better
to give up the bamboo and the pillar that had
been already lost than to save it and lose much
else instead. So he ran after Bhima, calling him
all kinds of names.
Bhima himself had not intended to bring any
more bamboo or wood from the Sastry's house.
He merely wanted to make the Sastry keep watch
at home and he succeeded. We all admired our
Bhima's ideas in such matters. It was strategy
like this that made Sivaji and Prithviraj and
Caesar and other famous generals such great
victors in war. Bhima's luck was bad. He was
born into these unheroic times and his strategy
was of use merely to get some fuel for the Holi
bonfire.
Just as the Sastry caused trouble about the
bamboo, so Bori, the sweeper-woman, made trouble
about the old brooms which we brought away.
So did some others about other similarly worthless